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The Dutch Embassy plans to organize a trade mission to the Netherlands from the 14th  to 18th of October for Congolese entrepre-
neurs working in the agro-food sector. It mainly focuses on the livestock sector (poultry, beef, dairy products); fruit and vegetables 
(seeds, greenhouses and fertilizers) and agro-logistics (post-harvest management, cold chain). 

The objective of this mission is to expose Congolese entrepreneurs to the products offered by Dutch companies in the agro-
food sector, to strengthen their knowledge of new developments in the agricultural sector and to put them in contact with other 
French-speaking African parties working in the same sector, particularly in Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger. 

This mission will cover several activities including the Francophone Africa Business Forum (FAB Forum), a business and knowledge- 
sharing platform focused on trade and investment in Francophone Africa. (Photo: WUR) 

Post Scriptum

2019 Trade mission to the Netherlands: Agritech Solutions for thriving agricultural develop-
ment
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2 F r o m  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s 

The Dutch economy grew by 0.5 percent in the second quar-
ter, according to Statistics Netherlands (CBS). The increase 
in gross domestic product (GDP) is mainly due to investments 
in fixed assets, household consumption and the trade bal-
ance. For example, investments in fixed assets such as hous-
es, buildings, aircraft and machinery increased by 5.3 per 
cent. This was due to the high occupancy rate of machinery 
in industry. 

At the start of the third quarter in July, the occupancy rate 
was also higher than average in 2018. Consumers contri- 
buted to the economic growth by spending 1.7 percent 
more than a year ago. In the first quarter, consumer spend-
ing increased by 0.7 percent. They spent more on electrical 
equipment, clothing, home furnishing and services during the 
past quarter. 

In the rest of Europe, on the other hand, lower growth figures 
are reported. In Germany, the economy is even shrinking. 
The largest economy in the euro zone was mainly affected 
by a decline in foreign trade. (Source: Nu.nl)

As of July 1st 2019, the Netherlands is acting chairman of the Eureka Innovation 
Network for a period of one year. Eureka has members from 45 countries and 
the European Commission. Its objective is to promote international innovation co-
operation. During the Dutch presidency, the Netherlands will build a new Eurostar 
program with a total budget of € 1 billion for the next 7 years. To this end, the 
Netherlands aims to establish a partnership with the European Commission. As a 
start, the Netherlands will organize a stakeholder conference on September 5th 
at which companies and institutions from the 45 member countries will talk about 
their experiences. 

Since its establishment in 1985, more than 7,000 projects with a total value of 
€ 42 billion have been made possible by Eureka. As a result, 15,000 innovative 
SMEs worldwide have been able to develop and market their technology. The 
Netherlands is one of the most active members and has the highest percentage 
of innovative start-ups and scale-ups within the network. An annual budget of € 
40 million enables such cooperation projects between SMEs, universities, multi-         
nationals and technology institutes. (Source: RVO.nl. Photo: OCTA Innovation)

Do you want to work together in a public-private partnership to help improve 
food security in DRC? The SDG Partnership Facility (SDGP) contributes to 
achieving the following sustainable development goals (SDGs) in developing 
countries: SDG 2 (zero hunger); SDG 8 (decent work and economic growth) 
and SDG 17 (partnerships to achieve the goals). These are important tasks 
that cannot be solved by one party alone. That is why SDGP works through 
partnerships between government, business, NGOs and/or knowledge insti-
tutions. 

Submit your project ideas for the 2nd grant tender of the SDG Partner-
ship Facility (SDGP) by the 1st of October 2019. Would you like to submit 
a project proposal for the 2nd grant tender on behalf of a public-private 
partnership? Then send your project proposal relating to one or more of the 
following themes: nutritional value; sustainable value chains; sustainable and 
climate-proof food production systems; better work and income for youth and 
women. Upon receipt of your project proposal, we will give you advice on the 
proposal. You can subsequently submit your grant application from 15 Novem-
ber to 16 December 2019. (Source and photo: RVO.nl)

Documents provided to the US financial services authority SEC 
show the company’s structure was amended in March, before 
the company’s May IPO. The tax break will only kick in if the 
loss-making company turns a profit. An Uber spokesman told 
Bloomberg the move was to ‘meet the demands’ of ‘the new glob-
al tax environment,’ and marked an end to Uber’s use of the tax 
strategy known as ‘Double Dutch.’ That structure, which involves 
Dutch paper companies which funnel profits to tax havens, is pop-
ular with multinationals. 

Both the EU and OECD are cracking down on the way multination-
als avoid tax by using countries such as Bermuda to cut their bills. 
The Dutch company which controls Uber’s intellectual property is 
owned by another subsidiary in Singapore. The company’s head-
quarters for all its non-American activities have been based in 
Amsterdam since 2013. A source familiar with the agreement not-
ed that the Dutch tax office has not agreed to the deduction and 
that there is no question of the tax office granting the taxi firm 
an advance tax ruling. (Source: Dutchnews.nl. Photo: Volkskrant)

SDGP tender open for project proposals

Unexpected 0.5 % growth of  Dutch             
economy

The Netherlands chairman of  Eureka Innovation Network

Uber shifts intellectual property to Amster-
dam, potentially saving €6.1bn on taxes



3 D R C  H e a d l i n e s 

After several meetings with the US Departments of Com-
merce and Treasury, as well as with Citigroup officials, the 
Congolese Banking Association (ACB) has committed itself to 
implementing tools to combat money laundering. 

The ACB thus plans to strengthen the compliance monitoring 
measures of the country’s financial institutions, establish more 
effective sanction compliance mechanisms, impose strict con-
trols on the bank accounts of politically exposed persons by 
banks and raise national authorities’ awareness regarding 
the need to strengthen the national legal framework against 
money laundering and terrorist financing. 

As the Congolese franc is too weak, a significant part of the 
monetary system of the DRC is dollarized. For Congolese 
banks, the purpose of such an initiative is therefore to restore 
their credibility with international banking correspondents, 
particularly in the US. (Source: Monde économique)

According to the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI), the DRC “has 
not met” the transparency requirements of the EITI standard, even though this ini-
tiative to improve the management of extractive industries has led to improved 
information collection. Since 2005, the country has committed to implementing 
these principles. 

What is lacking in the DRC is above all the disclosure of key information by the 
State itself such as licenses granted and transferred, calls for tenders, shares 
held by the State in certain companies, production values per raw material and 
transfers of funds from and to public companies. 

Within EITI DRC, it is feared that the country will eventually be suspended al-
together if these recommendations are not implemented. The last meeting of 
the Congolese representation of the EITI  was over a year ago, and a national 
coordinator has not been appointed for the past two years. 
(Source: Mediacongo.net. Photo: Itierdc.net)

The Norwegian energy company SN Power in collaboration 
with the Industrial Promotion Services (IPS) will lead the con-
struction of the Ruzizi III hydroelectric power plant. This is stat-
ed in the agreement signed by the governments of Burundi, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda, the states 
that will benefit from the infrastructure installed on the Ruzizi 
river. 

The project will provide electricity to 30 million people, 70% 
of whom live below the poverty line in regions where the 
electrification rate is 6% on average. The Ruzizi III electric 
dam will have a capacity of 147 MW. Its installation is ex-
pected to cost between USD 650 million and USD 700 mil-
lion. 

The developers hope to obtain concessional loans from insti-
tutions such as the African Development Bank, the European 
Investment Bank, the European Union, the German Develop-
ment Bank KfW, the French Development Agency and the 
World Bank. (Source: Ecofin Agency)

DRC on the spot by EITI for lack of  transparency on         
mining industries

Generally, an average of 60,000 people commute between Rwanda and the DRC 
here at the small border checkpoint in Goma. These days, we record less than 
ten thousand crossings, a considerable decrease due to Ebola,” said a Congolese 
immigration officer. It is easier for Congolese to leave their country than for their 
Rwandan neighbors to do the opposite, said a team of journalists who were unable 
to travel back to Rwanda due to numerous formalities. 

The Ebola epidemic was declared last August and has since then hit the North Kivu 
province (Beni, Butembo-Katwa) and only marginally the Ituri province. In mid-July, 
a first case of Ebola was detected in the city of Goma, at the border with Rwanda. 
The World Health Organization (WHO) then declared a public health emergency 
of international concern. So far, no cases of Ebola have been reported in Rwanda; 
in June, two cases were detected in neighboring Uganda, originating from the DRC. 
(Source: Jeune Afrique)

Further progress in the construction of  the 
Ruzizi III dam 

Ebola in the DRC: drastic decrease in movement on the 
DRC-Rwanda border 

DRC: Banks commit to improve fight against 
money laundering to safeguard access to  
international clearing services

With 7,000 tons of waste produced daily, of which 1,500 tons are plastic, Kinshasa is a major 
source of pollution for Central Africa. There is almost no management of plastic waste by municipal 
authorities, but there are many initiatives both to take advantage of this waste and to clean up the 
city. 

With more than 12 million people consuming at least one bottle a day, the situation is likely to be 
very difficult to manage if there are no initiatives, said Jimmy Hamuli, head of the NGO CENADEP, 
which objective is, amongst others, to participate in the sanitation of Kinshasa. Steve Matanda is an 
engineer who is trying to transform recycled plastic waste into ecological pavement. 

This initiative is not the first of its kind. Many Kinshasa inhabitants are getting involved in recycling 
plastic to make other products, such as chairs. The plastic recycling economy has future potential in 
Kinshasa. However, the authorities are yet to get involved, their current position being to observe the 
initiatives by emerging companies from a distance. (Source: RFI. Photo: Business Live)

DRC: Plastic recycling in Kinshasa



4 C o n g o - B r a z z a v i l l e  &  A f r i c a

The United States announced that on the 1st of October, 
the US International Development Finance Corporation 
(DFC) will be launched, the new US development finance 
agency for Africa and other developing countries. The 
Trump Administration presents DFC as an “economic      
diplomacy tool to counter Beijing’s influence in Africa”. 

The creation of this agency follows the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s announcement to allocate USD 60 billion 
to finance Africa. The same amount will be allocated to 
the new agency by Washington, over a period of seven 
years. 

“With this new agency, the United States will have more 
flexibility to support investments in developing countries,” 
the US authorities stated. The authorities are aware that 
the restrictions imposed by the West have pushed coun-
tries on the African continent towards Chinese investors. 
(Source: Ecofin Agency. Photo: Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation)

The Republic of Congo could produce nearly 1 million barrels of crude oil per day 
following a new oil discovery in the country. The find could quadruple the nation’s 
output and propel it into the same league as Africa’s largest producers. Production, 
which will be ramped up in phases, could begin in six months. 

If it reaches expected levels, Congo’s production would be close to Nigeria’s, which 
produces about 1.8 million barrels a day, and Angola, at around 1.4 million. Produc-
tion from the new field could dwarf that, according to Mohamed Rahmani, marketing 
director of SARPD-OIL in la Cuvette region, responsible for developing the new field. 

SARPD estimates the field holds 1 billion cubic meters of hydrocarbons, including 
359 million barrels of oil, with a potential for daily output of 983,000 barrels. 
The company reckons that this could bring in USD 10.5 billion a year into Congo,        
doubling the Central African country’s GDP. (Source: Allafrica.com. Photo: The Wall-
street Journal)

Congo Brazzaville has recently set up a green climate fund, which will finance ini-
tiatives to fight and adapt to climate change on a national level. In accordance with 
the provisions of the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS), the 
Government of Congo has set up a National Green Economy System that could be 
compared to the “Green Climate Fund” but on a national level. 

The fund should enable the Congo to mobilize financial resources from external part-
ners, to finance projects related to the conservation and protection of natural ecosys-
tems, particularly on a local level. The establishment of this green economy system in 
Central Africa by Congo Brazzaville further strengthens the image of the country as 
being active on climate issues. On this front, this Central African country did not wait 
for the COP 21 resolutions of 2015 to embark on the fight against climate change. 
(Source: Afrik21. Photo: PFBC)

The seventh Tokyo International Conference on Afri-
can Development, TICAD 7, was held from the 28th  to 
30th of August in Yokohama on the theme: “Advancing           
Africa’s development through people, technology and 
innovation”. 

Japan was the first state to initiate high-level meet-
ings with a strong economic focus on Africa in 1993, in          
collaboration with the United Nations and the World 
Bank. This was 26 years ago, when the continent was less 
attractive to investors and Japan was the world’s second 
largest economy. 

Today, promises of investment in Africa are pouring in 
from all sides. While investors around the world have 
been watching Africa’s economic development with in-
terest in recent years, the Japanese government began 
to encourage its private sector to invest in the continent 
only three years ago, when TICAD 6 was organized in         
Nairobi, Kenya. (Source: RFI)

Congo Brazzaville: Government establishes national green   
climate fund

China-US economic war: Investment in 
Africa 

Congo may join Nigeria as Africa’s largest oil producer

Japanese investment in Africa
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Embassy in Kinshasa 
133, Boulevard du 30 juin (croisement de l’avenue 
des Jacarandas & Blvd 30 juin) | Gombe, Kinshasa

Phone:   +243 99 6050 600
Emergencies:    +243 99 818 62 24
Fax:   +243 99 6050 629
E-mail:    kss@minbuza.nl

Postal address
Lokatie 309 / ZMA Kinshasa 
Postbus 12200 - 2500 DD Den Haag

Opening hours
Monday - Thursday 08:00 – 16:30     
Friday  08:00 – 13:30

Opening hours consular department         
Monday & Wednesday    09:00 -12:00 
Otherwise by appointment only

---------------------------------------------------------------

Consulate in Brazzaville
Address
30, Blvd Denis Sassou N’Guessou 
B.P 277 M’Pila - Brazzaville

Opening hours
Monday - Friday       09:00-16:00 (Consulate)
Tuesday & Thursday  09:00-12:00 (Consular affairs)

Honorary Consul 
Ms. Hilly-Anne Fumey
Phone: +242 06 924 14 07
E-mail: hamvanbaggum@yahoo.fr

Connecting business to the African market !                                                                

For comments, suggestions and remarks on this 
Newsletter, or any others business, please contact the              
Embassy’s economic policy officer:

Phone: +243 99 060 50 627
E-mail: kss-hb@minbuza.nl
-----------------------------------
Disclaimer

You have received this Newsletter because you have had 
previous contact with the Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in Kinshasa, DRC. Please send an email to 
kss-hb@minbuza.nl with “remove from mail list“ in the 
subject line if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter.

The content of this newsletter does not reflect the views of 
the Embassy of the Netherlands in Kinshasa. It is merely a 
resume of news articles, from both national and interna-
tional newspapers and news agencies.

Credit photos: internet
-----------------------------------   
Join our network at         &    
Mr Robert Schuddeboom (Ambassador) @rschuddeboom

Mrs Marion van Schaik (Head Ec./Dev. Aff)

Ms Hilly-Anne Fumey (Honorary consul)

Mr Francis Wilanga (Sr Economic policy officer) @FrancisWilanga

Mme Sarah Bitamazire (Development & climate attaché)

Youth employment: Orange Corners and Ingenious City sign a collaboration 
agreement

Orange Corners, an initiative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, is an incubation program for young 
entrepreneurs. It aims to stimulate their creativity, increase their business and expand their profes-
sional network. Over the past few months, Orange Corners has held a call for tenders to select the 
organization that will implement its incubation program in the DRC. 

The final choice was Ingenious City, located near the city center of Kinshasa, dedicated to business 
incubation, co-working and the organization of events promoting entrepreneurship. 

The Orange Corners program that will be implemented has the following objectives:

    - Developing and implementing a six month incubation program twice a year supporting 40 young 
     Congolese entrepreneurs in total to create sustainable businesses by offering: entrepreneurial 
     training, business development support, mentoring, masterclasses and access to networks and 
     finance;

   - Providing a space for activities in the incubation program and workspace for the 40 entrepreneurs;

   - Developing and implementing additional activities such as workshops and network events to inspire 
    Congolese youth to become entrepreneurs;

   - Empowering female entrepreneurs and or entrepreneurs that strengthen the economic position and 
    rights of women in the Congolese society.

Useful links
Presentation of the trade mission to the Netherlands 2019
https://www.paysbasetvous.nl/documents/publications/2019/08/07/dossier-mission-daffair-
es-agriculture-pays-bas-2019 

SDG Partnership facility (SDGP)
https://english.rvo.nl/subsidies-programmes/sdg-partnership-facility-sdgp 

Eureka
https://www.eurekanetwork.org/  

Ingenious City
http://www.ingeniouscity.com/


