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Sylvestre Ilunga Ilunkamba appointed as Prime Minister of DR Congo
The new President of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Felix Tshisekedi, appointed Sylvestre Ilunga Ilukamba (72) as Prime
Minister almost four months after his inauguration. Ilunga, doctor of economics, teaches at the University of Kinshasa, and had a
career as a technocrat serving Mobutu Sese Sekoas deputy minister, advisor and lastly minister.
Since 2014, he has been the head of the Congolese National Railway Company. “I consider my nomination as a heavy responsibility at this crucial time in the history of our country and I pledge to mobilize all my capacities to make the coalition work
harmoniously at the government level,” he said.
The new Prime Minister also highlighted the priorities assigned to him by the new Head of State, namely “social, education and
health. However, of course, the priority in a post-conflict country like ours is also security and peace-building.” (Photo: France 24)
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Ticket tax won’t hit airlines, will cut CO2, says
leaked Brussels report

The introduction of a flight tax of €7.50 per ticket will not have a
negative effect on the Dutch economy but will cut carbon dioxide
emissions, according to a leaked report by the European Commission. The Dutch government plans to introduce a tax on flying in
2021. The Netherlands is one of 20 EU countries which levies little
or no tax on airline tickets, apart from 21% value added tax on
domestic flights.
The report has been leaked by green campaign group Transport
& Environment and shows that a tax on tickets similar to that which
operates in Germany would lead to a 4% increase in ticket prices
and a 4% drop in passenger numbers and flights. In addition, the
introduction of a tax on tickets would generate €324m for the
treasury, cut CO2 emissions by 4% and the number of people
affected by noise by 3%.
The report, which has not been published by the commission, also
shows that taxing kerosene in Europe would cut aviation emissions
by 11% and have no net impact on jobs or the economy as a
whole. (Source: Dutchnews.nl. Photo: Tripoto)

From the Netherlands
Cabinet seeks ‘new balance’ in relation to China

How should the Netherlands deal with an increasingly powerful and ambitious
China? The government is trying to answer that question in its new China strategy. A “new balance” in the relationship is being sought, according to Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Stef Blok. Blok wants to cooperate with Beijing on the basis
of “common interests”, “but also protect ourselves where necessary”. China is
a very important trading partner for the Netherlands. This is reflected, among
other things, in the fact that the Netherlands has its largest diplomatic network
there. When it comes to trade, unfair Chinese practices must be combated and
the Netherlands must be prevented from becoming dependent on China for
“certain key technologies and raw materials”.
“We must be realistic about China and our influence”, according to the Minister. A “proper defense of our interests” is an important part of this. Also, the EU
is “the most important channel in relations with China”. The government wants
to invest more in knowledge about China. The new strategy in relation to China
came at the request of the Lower House of Parliament. The House is concerned
about the growing influence of the Chinese government. (Source: Welingelichte
Kringen. Photo: NOS)

Formula 1 racing returns to the Netherlands after 35-year
halt

ING and ABN use blockchain for trading
Several major international trading parties including ABN
Amro and ING are working on a new blockchain platform
to track stocks. The system allows buyers, sellers and lenders
to closely monitor stocks of, for example, grain or iron ore.
According to a spokesperson for ABN Amro, this is the first
time that blockchain is used in this way within trading.
The shipments are connected to the so-called internet of
things. By using small chips, the stock communicates with
the trading platform called Forcefield. The chips transmit
all kinds of data, such as the arrival of the products at
stopovers or the number of bags of grain that have been
opened. The information collected is immediately visible to
all participants via the platform, which is based on block
chain technology.
Banks use the information because the stocks serve as collateral for loans and this gives them more transparency and
certainty. Forcefield will initially keep track of the stocks of
metals. Forcefield is expected to be operational by the end
of this year and is available to all parties involved in the
shipping of products. (Source: De Telegraaf)

Formula 1 motor racing is set to return to the Zandvoort circuit next year after a
35-year absence. The Formula 1 organization and sponsor Heineken held a press
conference to announce the three-year deal – which has been long expected. The
race will be held before the Monaco Grand Prix at the end of May. The last Zandvoort Grand Prix, which was won by Niki Lauda, took place in 1985. The Dutch
fixture dropped off the calendar because it was too expensive to stage. Staging
a Grand Prix next year is expected to cost €40m, which includes a €20m fee to
the Formula 1 organization.
Some €10m needs to be spent on improving facilities at the track, including building temporary stands. The money will come from sponsors and ticket sales. The
Dutch government said earlier it will not contribute financially to plans to bring
Formula 1 racing back to the Netherlands, because it would not be a justifiable
use of taxpayers money. The town council has, however, voted to invest €4m in
the project, partly because of commitments to ensure the event is as ‘green’ as
possible. (Source: Dutchnews.nl. Photo: Autosport.com)
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Barrick excited about the DRC
Gold mining company, Barrick, is excited about ongoing opportunities in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), where
it is making progress with the new mining code. “We’re making progress with the DRC mining code. It’s a new country, new
government. As you’ve read, we’ve met with them a number
of times in Washington DC, Goma and Kinshasa and I’ve got
a lot of hope for the DRC. It’s an exciting place,” said Barrick
CEO Dr. Mark Bristow.
“We’re very excited about the opportunity to find something
in the DRC and we continue to explore there,” he added. The
company regards the DRC government as one of its most important partners across a potentially large and long-term investment horizon, which requires a mining code that equitably
balances the interests of the State and the capital providers
and allows both to participate fairly in the value creation
that the mining industry offers. (Source: Mining Weekly).

VivaTech 2019: DRC to conquer the international scene
The Democratic Republic of the Congo took an active role in
the Viva Technologie exhibition held in Paris. For the actors
of the Congolese technological scene, this was an important
step in promoting their know-how. For this unprecedented
participation, a delegation of about twenty Congolese investors, officials and companies travelled to Paris under the
name “Viva RDC”. Nine stands were set up in the pavilion
dedicated to the DRC. The objective was clear: to sell Congo
as a technological destination to the participants of this internationally renowned exhibition.
The Congolese indeed have good arguments to position
themselves as a tech destination. In the innovation ecosystem
in the DRC, which is in full turmoil, initiatives are multiplying.
Following the launch of “VivaTech” at the 2019 edition of
Kinshasa Digital Week - the largest B2B technical forum in
the DRC - a delegation named “Viva RDC” was set up at the
initiative of the organizers of the forum and with support
of the Special Advisor to the DRC Presidency in charge of
digital technology. (Source: Africanews / Kinshasa Digital)

DRC Headlines
Kinshasa-Brazzaville bridge causes some buzz on both
sides of the Congo River

The official announcement of the launch of the 550 million USD works for the
Kinshasa-Brazzaville bridge in August 2020 is generating discussions in the capitals of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Republic of the Congo.
The construction will be co-financed by the AfDB for 210 million USD and by
Africa50, a platform bringing together African states to finance development
infrastructure. The 1,575-metre bridge, which will have a toll station, a railway,
a highway and a sidewalk, is intended to link Kinshasa and Brazzaville.
A representative of the Central Kongo province said that he believes the structure undermines the strategic role of his province as the sole gateway of the DRC
to the Atlantic Ocean. However, across the river, economist Léon Mayeko is more
optimistic: “The road-rail bridge is a really profitable project. If a toll could be
built there, the revenue would be very important for both cities. (Source: VOA/
MCP. Photo: La Libre Afrique)

Ebola affects the economies of Beni, Butembo and
Lubero, according to the FEC
The outbreak of the Ebola hemorrhagic fever in Beni, Butembo and Lubero (North
Kivu) has negatively affected the economy in this region. According to the chairperson of the local division of the Business Federation of Congo (FEC), Polycarpe
Ndivito, the production and the trade with certain neighboring countries, in particular the export of certain products to Uganda and Kenya, are being slowed
down as a result of this epidemic.
He refers to a loss of several million dollars since the outbreak of this disease in the
region. According to him, the sale of local products – such as bananas, tea, wood,
cocoa, coffee – is also affected by the epidemic. Fear slows down the trade. “We
have coltan, cocoa, cinchona, wood to export. We’re talking about more than 5
million US dollars per day. Calculate that amount over a month. All that trade is
being slowed down,” said Polycarp Ndivito. (Source: Radio Okapi)

BBOXX and Victron Energy to deliver pay-as-you-go solar solutions in DRC

BBOXX, a provider of off-grid solar home solutions for rural communities in Africa has entered into
an agreement with Victron Energy to provide solar solutions to households across Democratic Republic
of Congo. Victron Energy offers many beneficial products for pay-as-you-go (PAYG), enabling customers to take advantage of high quality systems at an affordable cost. BBOXX, first launched PAYG
solar systems in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) last year.
The implementation of the PAYG model in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia is one of the most significant examples. PAYG means that a company rents solar energy systems to consumers. Consumers
then use mobile money to transfer payments on a regular basis and pay back their system over a
contract period. Once paid, ownership is transferred to the consumer. Solar systems are automatically
blocked if customer payments are overdue. This allows PAYG providers to minimize costs and mitigate risk – whilst consumers overcome the high upfront cost of the technology. (Source: Africa Business
Communities. Photo: UN)
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Agreement finally reached between the
IMF and Brazzaville

Congo-Brazzaville & Africa
The Continental Free Trade Area in effect as of May 30th

After over two years of negotiations, the IMF reached
an agreement with the government of Congo-Brazzaville,
paving the way for an aid program. This decision has
been awaited for over two years. This program will “help
the Republic of Congo to restore macroeconomic stability
and achieve bigger and more inclusive growth”. It could
be supported by a financial arrangement under the Extended Credit Facility (ECF).
The agreement must now be presented to the IMF Executive Board for their consideration and their final decision.
“The (Congolese) authorities have made major progress
in implementing their structural reform program, including the preparation and publication of a governance
report and the recent adoption of three anti-corruption
laws,” notes Alex Segura-Ubiergo, an IMF representative. According to him, Congo has also benefited from
the increase in oil production and prices. (Source: Jeune
Afrique)

Facebook bans Israeli company guilty of
electoral influence

Since May 30th, the Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA) has officially entered into
force. Just over a year after it was signed in Kigali by its 44 member countries, African leaders have started implementing the project that began in 2012. The objective
is to accelerate the continent’s economic integration by removing customs and tariff
barriers.
With the implementation of the free trade area, Africa is opening up to a potential
market of 1.2 billion consumers, with a combined gross domestic product of $2.5 billion. These figures could make the continent the largest free trade area in the world
since the creation of the World Trade Organization. The reduction of intra-African
tariffs could generate profits of $3.6 billion. The CFTA could increase intra-African
trade by 52.3% per year, according to the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA). (Source: Le Point Afrique/MCP. Photo: RFI)

Rescheduling of Congo’s debt to China amounting to 2,527.4
million USD

Facebook announced that it has closed hundreds of accounts, pages and groups of an Israeli company which
had electoral influence: Archimedes Group. Senegal,
Togo, Mali, Nigeria, DRC, Angola, Tunisia have been
manipulated by this company. The accounts were called
“Hidden Africa” in Mali or “Secret DRC” in the DRC. The
messages posted there denounced scandals around a
gold mine or criticized the positions of political figures
during elections.
The information all seemed to be real, but it was fake
news. The accounts were not owned by Africans and
were created by a company based in Tel Aviv. According to Facebook, since 2012, 812,000 USD has been
spent on ads related to content published by this Israeli
company on its social network. The methods used by such
companies have become better known since the Cambridge Analytica study on American voter influencing
during Donald Trump’s campaign, which study is still ongoing. (Source: TV5Monde. Photo: BBC)

On May 17th, MEPs authorized the ratification of the supplementary agreement to
the loan agreement between Congo and China, to restructure the Congolese debt,
which is estimated at 2,527.4 million USD. To alleviate the pressure of the debt on
Congo, China has agreed to readjust the repayment schedule of these credit contracts by extending the residual maturity of each contract for a period of 15 years.
It is planned to pay 33% of the debt during the first three years, starting from the
entry into force of the agreement. The rescheduling will cover the remaining 67%. Finance and Budget Minister Calixte Nganongo explained the supplementary agreement does relate to the entire Congolese debt to China, but only to loans from the
Exim Bank. Signing this agreement is a requirement of the IMF to establish a program
supported by an extended credit facility. (Source: Adiac. Photo: La Tribune Afrique)

POST SCRIPTUM
Photo report: Capacity building workshops for DRC Global Compact
members

P R A C T I C A L
I N F O R M A T I O N
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Embassy in Kinshasa

133, Boulevard du 30 juin (croisement de l’avenue
des Jacarandas & Blvd 30 juin) | Gombe, Kinshasa
Phone:
Emergencies:
Fax:
E-mail:

+243 99 6050 600
+243 99 818 62 24
+243 99 6050 629
kss@minbuza.nl

Postal address
Lokatie 309 / ZMA Kinshasa
Postbus 12200 - 2500 DD Den Haag
Opening hours
Monday - Thursday
Friday		

08:00 – 16:30
08:00 – 13:30

Opening hours consular department
Monday & Wednesday 09:00 -12:00
Otherwise by appointment only
---------------------------------------------------------------

Consulate in Brazzaville

Address
30, Blvd Denis Sassou N’Guessou
B.P 277 M’Pila - Brazzaville
Opening hours
Monday - Friday 09:00-16:00 (Consulate)
Tuesday & Thursday 09:00-12:00 (Consular affairs)
Honorary Consul
Ms. Hilly-Anne Fumey
Phone: +242 06 924 14 07
E-mail: hamvanbaggum@yahoo.fr

For comments, suggestions and remarks on this Newsletter,
or any others business, please contact the Embassy’s economic policy officer:
Phone: +243 99 060 50 627
E-mail: kss-hb@minbuza.nl

-----------------------------------

Disclaimer:
The content of this newsletter does not reflect the views of
the Embassy of the Netherlands in Kinshasa. It is merely a
resume of news articles, from both national and international newspapers and news agencies.
Credit photos: internet
Next edition:
Due to logistical reasons, the next Masolo edition will only
be published in September. Our apologies for any inconvenience caused.
- The editorial team

----------------------------------Join our network at

& 		

Mr Robert Schuddeboom (Ambassador) @rschuddeboom
Mrs Marion van Schaik (Head Ec./Dev. Aff)
Ms Hilly-Anne Fumey (Honorary consul)
Mr Francis Wilanga (Sr Economic policy officer) @FrancisWilanga
Ms Sandy Makola (Economic policy officer) @Sandytalo
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