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The Embassy of the Netherlands in Kinshasa is pleased to inform you of its participation in the upcoming DRC Mining Week 
scheduled to take place in Lubumbashi from 19 to 21 June 2019. This event is the largest mining and industrial platform in the 
DRC, bringing together more than 3,300 international professionals and local stakeholders to explore extensive investment 
opportunities. 

The demand for sustainable minerals will increase exponentially. The Netherlands, with its experience in Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR), would like to contribute to the creation of an environment in the DRC where minerals are produced in a 
sustainable way. The objective is to link different global CSR initiatives to recent developments in the mining sector in the country. 

The 3-day program of the Mining Week will comprise various activities including a conference for international and local actors, 
a B2B meeting, technical workshops, exhibition opportunities. The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands would like to invite 
you to join it by participating in this event! (Photo: Mining Review Africa)

Post Scriptum

Join us at the Mining Week in Lubumbashi! 
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2 F r o m  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s 

Six entrepreneurs have been selected to further develop 
their innovation on scaling up food security for the poorest 
in Sub-Sahara Africa. They submitted the best plans for the 
SBIR call for Food Security in Sub-Sahara Africa. 

With the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program, 
the Dutch government challenges entrepreneurs to resolve 
societal issues with innovative products and services. The en-
trepreneurs get 9 months’ time and a budget of maximum € 
150,000. The Dutch Ministries of Foreign Trade and Devel-
opment Cooperation and the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature 
and Food Quality, have made a budget of in total € 2.77 
million available to this end. 

This SBIR is to provide considerably higher revenues in the 
chain or more accessible, more affordable and healthier 
foodfor the poorest consumers. (Source: Rvo.nl) 

Small firms’ association MKB Nederland is urging State Secretary for Economic 
Affairs and Climate Policy Mona Keijzer to reduce the maximum amount of time 
big firms can take to pay their bills from 60 to 30 days. The organization argues 
that many small firms are hard hit by delayed payments because big companies 
wait too long before clearing invoices. 

The 60-day limit was introduced in July 2017 and the average payment term 
experienced by small firms has since stretched to 40 days. ‘The law states that big 
firms can agree payment terms of 60 days with small firms and this has, in effect, 
become the new standard,’ MKB-Nederland chairman Jacco Vonhof. ‘We warned 
that this would happen when the deadline was introduced.’ (Source: Dutchnews.nl. 
Photo: Ondernemingsondersteuningmkb.nl)

FMO, the Dutch development bank, launches Finture Solutions, a competition 
for startups with five prizes of up to €125,000 each to further develop their 
product offering and scale their operations in emerging markets. The chal-
lenge is open for innovative startups and scaleups registered in the Nether-
lands that operate in the fields of agrifood, renewable energy, and water. 
Finture Solutions is a collaborative effort by the NL Business activities of FMO 
and Rockstart, one of Europe’s first startup accelerators. 

Together, the two companies will select and support Dutch startups that bring 
a positive change in emerging markets across the world, be it with innovative 
farming solutions, energy products, or water management know-how. In addi-
tion to some development capital, the winners will receive support from FMO 
experts to grow their business. Finture Solutions is looking for Dutch startups 
that already have traction in emerging markets with scalable and innovative 
products that contribute towards a more sustainable planet. (Photo: Rockstart)

Dutch women who have established a start-up, have recently 
shared a list of incidents of sexist behavior by male investors. The 
list is anonymous and is meant to make investors aware of unequal 
norms for men and for women in the start-up world. 

These incidents vary from negative remarks about motherhood 
and condescending statements about competence, to physical ha-
rassment. Until now, there are 29 notifications on the list, almost 
all of which are recent. The men who are concerned are only 
referred to as a staff member of a so-called venture-capital firm 
or as individual investor. 

Eline Leijten, who established the artist booking platform Plugify, 
decided to launch the initiative. The list is a reaction to the re-
search of investors Janneke Niessen and Eva de Mol into start-up 
funding. They concluded that only 1.6% of the risk capital in the 
Netherlands goes to companies headed by women. (Source: Nu.nl. 
Photo: Baaz.nl))

FMO Launches Finture Solutions 

Six winning plans for SBIR program for 
Sub-Sahara Africa 

Small firms want shorter payment terms, big companies 
wait too long to clear bills

Women in Dutch start-ups share list with      
sexist investors



3 D R C  H e a d l i n e s 

Kinshasa Digital Week, the biggest annual gathering of the 
digital sector in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
closed its doors after two days full of activities. This event, 
which was the 2nd edition, aims to accelerate the DRC’s and 
Central Africa’s digital transformation. 

It also offered tailored support and digital training to com-
panies and institutions. At the first day of the event, the coun-
try’s leading decision-makers discussed topics such as 3.0 
administration, digital financial inclusion and big data. The 
second day put academics, startups and incubators central. 

It also highlighted digital professions through job dating ses-
sions and concrete solutions on how to establish a startup. In 
the closing session of the Kinshasa Digital Week, the winners 
of the hackaton for innovative solutions to fight Ebola were 
announced. (Source: Zoom Eco/RFI)

In the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), before the end of the year, the 
Ministry of Petroleum is preparing to launch an exploration licensing cycle that 
will cover more than 20 on-shore oil and gas blocks. The blocks are situated in 
the coastal basin along the Atlantic Ocean, around Lake Tanganyika and in the 
region of Cuvette Centrale. 

This is the first time since the adoption of the new oil law in 2015 that blocks will 
be introduced to the market in the country. The new regulations intend to revive 
the sector by imposing greater transparency, making public tenders for explo-
ration and exploitation permits mandatory. 

Currently, the DRC produces about 25,000 barrels of oil per day while recov-
erable reserves are estimated at more than 5 billion barrels. According to ana-
lysts, the deteriorating security situation in the country is at the roots of investors’ 
reluctance. (Source: Agence Ecofin. Photo: Mediacongo)

This prize was awarded to Kahuzi Biega National Park in 
South Kivu as part of ITB Berlin, the world’s first tourism ex-
hibition. Kahuzi Biega Park won third place after Félicité Is-
land in Seychelles and Tchumbi Park in Tanzania. All three 
are also ranked in the top 100 best ecological destinations 
in the world. 

The Provincial Director of the Congolese Institute for Nature 
Conservation in South Kivu and site manager of the park, De 
Dieu Byaombe, dedicated this award to all tourists who visit 
Kahuzi Biega National Park for gorilla visits. 

“Even if this award is not endowed with a sum of money, it 
encourages the efforts of the park manager, agents, trackers, 
ecoguards, locators. It is a sign of recognition for work that 
is bearing fruit,” he said. Kahuzi Biega National Park, cov-
ering 600,000 hectares, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
(Source: Radio Okapi)

Before the end of  2019, the DRC will launch a cycle of  oil 
and gas exploration licensing 

The mining sector generated $1.57 billion in revenues for the Congolese govern-
ment last year. This amount represents a 91% increase over the revenues record-
ed in 2017. The DRC is the first copper producer in Africa and the world leader 
in cobalt production. 

Its copper production increased over the year, to 1.2 million tons. Cobalt pro-
duction also went up, totaling 106,439 tons, while gold production increased by 
22.6% to 28,539 kg. While mining revenues almost doubled in 2018, those of the 
hydrocarbon sector fell by 19% to $165.6 million. 

The stability of the DRC’s macroeconomic framework is supported by the foreign 
currency derived from mining exports, which has resulted in the stability of the 
national currency in 2018. (Source: PME-PMI Magazine)

Kahuzi-Biega National Park ranked 3rd best 
ecological tourist destination in Africa

DRC: $1.57 billion in mining revenues in 2018 

Second edition of  Kinshasa Digital Week

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has announced to resume its partnership with the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo (DRC). This revival was one of the results of President Félix Tshiseke-
di’s visit to the United States where he met the IMF head Christine Lagarde. However, before 
any IMF programs can be embarked upon, the Bretton Woods organization must conduct an 
audit of the country’s economy, according to Philippe Egoumé, representative of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund in the DRC. 

“All members of the International Monetary Fund are required to submit to an audit of their 
economy under Article 4, which is one of the institution’s constituent articles. This is something 
that all members do. This audit of the economy used to be annual. However, a last one was 
done in 2015. It is therefore high time to conduct a next audit.” (Source: RFI. Photo: Twitter)

Will the IMF agree to support the DRC again? 



4 C o n g o - B r a z z a v i l l e  &  A f r i c a

An artificial intelligence research laboratory opened by 
Google in Ghana, the first of its kind in Africa, will take 
on challenges across the continent, researchers say. The 
US technology giant said the lab in the capital Accra 
would address economic, political and environmental is-
sues. “Africa has many challenges where the use of AI 
could be beneficial, sometimes even more than in other 
places,” Google’s head of AI Accra, Moustapha Cisse, 
told at the center’s official opening. 

Similar research centers have already opened in cities 
around the world including Tokyo, Zurich, New York and 
Paris. The new lab, Cisse said, would use AI to develop 
solutions in healthcare, education and agriculture – such 
as helping to diagnose certain types of crop disease. 
Google is working with universities and start-ups in Gha-
na, Nigeria, Kenya and South Africa to enhance AI de-
velopment regionally, he said. (Source: Phys.org. Photo: 
The Indian Wire)

The Republic of Congo expects its oil production to peak this year close to its current 
350,000 b/d level and to start to fall shortly afterward, unless new discoveries from 
the country’s latest licensing round materialize, the head of the state SNPC oil com-
pany said. OPEC’s newest member, the Republic of Congo awarded three offshore 
PSCs to Total, Kosmos and Perenco last year under the first phase of its latest licens-
ing push. In the medium term, the Republic of Congo is also hopeful that licensing 
blocks currently up for offers will provide further opportunities for companies to find 
new resources and support future output. 

The country launched its latest license round last November, offering 18 blocks in 
onshore, shallow- and deepwater offshore areas. Bid Round Phase II closes at the 
end of June, with awards expected in September. With just its 26,000 b/d CORAF 
refinery currently operating at 20,000 b/d, almost all of the Republic of Congo’s 
oil output is exported. The refinery is being upgraded to convert heavy fuel oil into 
lighter products and process more naphtha by 2025. (Source: S&P Global. Photo: 
Africa24Monde)

Congo Republic shipped its first iron ore exports ahead of an expected boom in 
production from mines owned by Congolese billionaire Paul Obambi’s Sapro SA and 
Swiss commodities giant Glencore. Sapro mined the oil-dependent Central African 
country’s first iron ore in 2017 from its Mayoko project in the southwest and plans to 
reach an output of 12 million tons per year by 2022. Glencore’s joint venture with 
British Virgin Islands-incorporated Zanaga Iron Ore Co plans to ship 2 million tons of 
iron ore per year over the next two years, and 30 million tons by 2024. 

Sapro, the Congolese government and British shipping company Ashley Global are 
spending a combined $550 million on rehabilitation to Pointe Noire’s deep-water 
port, the Mayoko mine and an old railway track connecting the two. Congo’s econo-
my has been hit hard in recent years by low crude prices, which led its debt to bal-
loon. It is currently negotiating with the International Monetary Fund to try to secure 
a bailout. (Source: Reuters. Photo: Pixabay)

The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank 
(ADB) endorsed the Regional Integration Strategy Paper 
for Central Africa (RISP) 2019-2025, thereby approving 
the Bank’s multinational operations in this region over the 
indicated period. 

The RISP also lists the Bank’s projects to accelerate in-
tra-regional trade, inclusive economic growth and struc-
tural change in the Central African region. It will guide 
the Bank’s regional operations in seven member states of 
the Economic Community of Central African States (EC-
CAS) - Cameroon, Chad, the Republic of Congo, Equa-
torial Guinea, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
Gabon and the Central African Republic - which have a 
total population of some 130 million people. 

The implementation of the RISP for Central Africa will 
require investments of US$4.421 billion, corresponding 
to 30 regional operations over a seven-year period. 
(Source: Afdb.org)

Congo Republic ships first iron ore ahead of  expected produc-
tion boom

Google takes on ‘Africa’s challenges’ with 
first AI center in Ghana

Republic of  Congo oil output to peak at 350,000 b/d without 
new finds 

ADB endorses its strategy for Central      
Africa
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Embassy in Kinshasa 
133, Boulevard du 30 juin (croisement de l’avenue 
des Jacarandas & Blvd 30 juin) | Gombe, Kinshasa

Phone:   +243 99 6050 600
Emergencies:    +243 99 818 62 24
Fax:   +243 99 6050 629
E-mail:    kss@minbuza.nl

Postal address
Lokatie 309 / ZMA Kinshasa 
Postbus 12200 - 2500 DD Den Haag

Opening hours
Monday - Thursday 08:00 – 16:30     
Friday  08:00 – 13:30

Opening hours consular department         
Monday & Wednesday    09:00 -12:00 
Otherwise by appointment only

---------------------------------------------------------------

Consulate in Brazzaville
Address
30, Blvd Denis Sassou N’Guessou 
B.P 277 M’Pila - Brazzaville

Opening hours
Monday - Friday       09:00-16:00 (Consulate)
Tuesday & Thursday  09:00-12:00 (Consular affairs)

Honorary Consul 
Ms. Hilly-Anne Fumey
Phone: +242 06 924 14 07
E-mail: hamvanbaggum@yahoo.fr

Connecting business to the African market !                                                                

For comments, suggestions and remarks on this 
Newsletter, or any others business, please contact the              
Embassy’s economic policy officer:

Phone: +243 99 060 50 627
E-mail: kss-hb@minbuza.nl
-----------------------------------
Disclaimer

You have received this Newsletter because you have had 
previous contact with the Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in Kinshasa, DRC. Please send an email to 
kss-hb@minbuza.nl with “remove from mail list“ in the 
subject line if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter.

The content of this newsletter does not reflect the views of 
the Embassy of the Netherlands in Kinshasa. It is merely a 
resume of news articles, from both national and interna-
tional newspapers and news agencies.

Credit photos: internet
-----------------------------------   
Join our network at         &    
Mr Robert Schuddeboom (Ambassador) @rschuddeboom

Mrs Marion van Schaik (Head Ec./Dev. Aff)

Ms Hilly-Anne Fumey (Honorary consul)

Mr Francis Wilanga (Sr Economic policy officer) @FrancisWilanga

Ms Sandy Makola (Economic policy officer) @Sandytalo

GES 2019 frequently asked questions

On Wednesday and Thursday, June 4th and 5th, the Netherlands will host the Global En-
trepreneurship Summit 2019 (GES 2019) in The Hague. Initiated nearly a decade ago by 
the U.S. Government, the GES 2019 is the pre-eminent annual gathering of entrepreneurs, 
innovators, investors, and thought leaders from around the world, providing a unique event 
that is a combination of an innovation marketplace and policy forum. 

When will you announce the selection of entrepreneurs for GES 2019?

We plan to inform entrepreneurs who have been selected in April 2019 on a rolling basis. 
Some entrepreneurs receive direct tickets through GES 2019 Business Challenges, Road to 
GES events, U.S. and Dutch Embassies worldwide, or participating investors or partners.

What’s going to happen after the selection process?

From the beginning of April, we’ll let you know on a rolling basis if we think you are the right 
fit for this year’s GES focus. If selected, you must register in order to attend. We will inform 
you personally how to do this in due time. Remember, you don’t need to pay a registration 
or conference fee.

Do I need a visa to attend GES 2019, and if so, how do I get one?

Once invited to attend GES 2019, be it as an entrepreneur, an investor, or a speaker, you 
may require a Schengen visa to come to The Hague in June, depending on your nationality.

More information

https://www.ges2019.org/ges-2019-at-a-glance/faq  


