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Orange Corners is an incubator program for starting young entrepreneurs to learn, stimulate their creativity, grow their busi-
ness and expand their professional network. There are numerous solutions thinkable to address the identified challenges and to 
strengthen the startup ecosystem in DRC. Dare2Dream is one of those Orange Corners interventions. It aims to spark the interest 
of Congolese students in entrepreneurship and presents entrepreneurship as a credible and desirable career option. 

Dare2Dream is a format of approximately 10 inspirational sessions about entrepreneurship per year. In the Dare2Dream-ses-
sions, entrepreneurs will talk about their entrepreneurial journey. Hence, the Dutch Embassy stimulates exchange of views and 
experiences on strategies, management, markets and challenges and expose an audience of Congolese youth to entrepreneur-
ship. Orange Corners works in collaboration with local incubators and co-working spaces, Dutch and local knowledge institutes 
and local, Dutch and multinational corporations that provide this vibrant network and training program that entrepreneurs so 
strongly need. (Photo: Africa.com)

Post Scriptum

Promoting the Congolese startup ecosystem: on the road to Dare2Dream
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2 F r o m  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s 

At a pre-event in Kansas, the names of some large corpo-
rates which will participate in the Global Entrepreneurship 
Summit (GES) 2019, June 4 and 5 in The Hague, the Neth-
erlands, were announced. These include such large compa-
nies as Philips and APG. Hosted by two of the world’s most 
innovative countries, the United States and the Netherlands, 
GES 2019 will focus on facilitating growth and disruptions 
for tech scale-ups in all industry sectors, including five Future 
Now sectors, Agriculture/Food, Connectivity, Energy, Health, 
and Water. Over 6000 entrepreneurs from over 120 coun-
tries have applied. 

A group of jury members will select the best 1200 entrepre-
neurs. They will engage with over 400 investors representing 
100s of billions of dollars, as well as top policymakers, cor-
porate partners and thought leaders to accelerate solutions. 
In total, 2000 participants are expected to join this edition 
of GES. The Global Entrepreneurship Summit has been ini-
tialized by former president Obama. This year the summit 
takes place in The Hague and is chaired by Minister Kaag, 
the Dutch Minister for Foreign Trade and Development Co-
operation. (Source: Government.nl)

With the CSRF fund, the Dutch government helps Dutch companies to implement 
international corporate social responsibility (ICSR). For example, companies can, 
together with civil society organizations, address ICSR risks or abuses in their in-
ternational value chain(s). In the Netherlands, the government expects companies 
to do business with respect for human rights, labor rights and the environment. Not 
only in the Netherlands, but also abroad. 

These rights and obligations are laid down in international standards of, for ex-
ample, the United Nations, the International Labor Organization (ILO) and the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The CSRF pro-
vides financial support to civil society organizations in the implementation of their 
ICSR covenants. In ICSR covenants, companies, civil society organizations and the 
government work together to make value chains more sustainable. In this way, 
civil society organizations can make their knowledge and network available to all 
participants in the covenant. (Source: Rvo.nl. Photo: Sriregistrar.com)

In 2018, the government achieved a budget surplus of more than 11 billion 
euros. This corresponds to 1.5 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP). 
As in recent years, government debt dropped to 52.4 percent of GDP at the 
end of 2018. The Central Bureau for Statistics reports this on the basis of new 
figures on public finances. The government balance and the public debt are 
the most important indicators of the state of public finances. The European 
standards for this are a maximum deficit of 3 percent and a maximum debt 
of 60 percent of GDP. 

Since 2013, the Netherlands is under the deficit standard. The Dutch govern-
ment achieved a surplus for 2018 for the second year in a row. In the 2019 
Budget Memorandum, the Ministry of Finance assumed a surplus of 0.8 percent 
of GDP for the year 2018. The realized surplus of 1.5 percent of GDP is a 
lot higher. The debt has fallen below the European upper limit in 2017. After 
a peak of 67.9 percent in 2014, the debt ratio at the end of 2018 is 52.4 
percent. The debt amounted to more than 405 billion euros, or more than 23 
thousand euros per inhabitant. (Source and photo: Cbs.nl)

Last year, a total of 79.6 million air passengers checked in or out 
at Dutch airports, reports the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS). 
That is an increase of almost 4.5 percent compared to 2017. 
Schiphol had 71 million passengers last year, compared to 68.4 
million travelers in the previous year. The number of flights to and 
from the largest airport in the country increased by half a percent 
to more than 499,000. This brings Schiphol close to the maximum 
permitted number of flights, which as per agreements with local 
residents is 500,000. 

The regional airports of Eindhoven Airport, Rotterdam The Hague, 
Groningen Eelde and Maastricht Aachen also got busier last year. 
These airports together had 8.6 million passengers, an increase of 
almost 11 percent compared to 2017. The amount of air cargo 
handled at Dutch airports amounted to 1.8 million tons. That is 
a slight decrease compared to last year, according to the CBS. 
(Source: Ed.nl. Photo: Cobouw)

Government surplus in 2018 increased to 1.5 percent

Big corporates participate in international 
summit in The Hague

Corporate Social Responsibility Fund (CSRF) has been 
launched

Schiphol breaks through 70 million passen-
ger limit



3 D R C  H e a d l i n e s 

Global Witness has just sounded the alarm. Based on mate-
rial evidence, this NGO denounces the fact that ten EU com-
panies have brought wood with a high risk of illegality worth 
2 million euros on the European market. 

These companies are respectively from Belgium, Italy, France, 
Poland and Portugal. Global Witness urges them to refrain 
from sourcing from Congo Forest Industry Corporation (IFCO) 
until these obvious breaches of the law have been investi-
gated. 

For Global Witness, such acts could constitute a direct at-
tack on the EU’s Timber Regulation, a landmark legislation 
that gives rise to severe penalties. Companies must be able 
to demonstrate that they have taken concrete measures to 
reduce the risk that timber imported into the EU has been 
extracted illegally. (Source: Zoom Eco)

The African Development Bank Board has approved the allocation of $20 mil-
lion in loans to the Democratic Republic of Congo, to support renewable-based, 
mini-grid solutions to the off-grid cities of Isiro, Bumba and Gemena. The DR 
Congo Green Mini-Grid Program will serve as the pilot to an innovative pri-
vate-led electrification approach to deploy renewable-based mini-grid solutions 
in the central African nation. Less than 1% of rural and 35% of urban areas 
have access to electricity from the national grid. 

Sub-Saharan Africa averages 24.6% on-grid electricity coverage. The Bank will 
provide a blend of private and concessional resources notably from the Green 
Climate Fund (GCF) and other development partners to the sponsors/consortia 
that will be selected in the auction process. Upon completion, the envisioned mini-
grids that range from 3 to 10 MW will directly connect 21,200 households and 
2,100 SMEs and public buildings, benefitting at least 150,000 people. (Source: 
afdb.org. Photo: The Agility Effect)

Rwanda’s state-owned Rwandair has signed an agreement to 
open a direct line between Kigali and the DRC capital. The 
link should be operational within a month. Yvonne Makolo, 
CEO of the company, communicated the launch of Rwandair’s 
direct line between Kigali and Kinshasa, without announcing 
a specific date. 

“RwandAir is pleased with this positive development. Linking 
Rwanda and the DRC by air will better serve the people of 
this region and facilitate trade and development,” she stated. 
This new line will be viable for both passengers and freight. 

The opening of this new connection is part of the develop-
ment dynamic of the Rwandan company that continues to 
elbow to make a place in the midst of the region’s giants 
such as Ethiopian Airlines or Kenya Airways. It promised also 
opening other lines, such as towards New York in the summer. 
(Source: Jeune Afrique)

ADB approves $20 Million facility for Green Mini-Grid Pro-
gram in Democratic Republic of  Congo

The general manager ad interim, Alain Kaninda, of the French Insurance Regula-
tory Authority (ARCA), announced granting approvals to six companies, of which 
four insurance companies and two brokerage firms, to operate on the insurance 
market. The licensed insurance companies are Activa Assurance RDC, Congo Insur-
ance Financial Corporation (SFA CONGO) and Rawsur Life SA. The insurance bro-
kerage companies are Allied Insurance Brokers Ltd. (AIB) and Gras Savoye DRC. 

“The granting of these approvals and authorizations materializes not only the 
effectiveness of the process of liberalization of the insurance sector in the DRC 
but also that of the vision and the strategy of the ARCA,” said Alain Kaninda. The 
ARCA was established pursuant to Decree No. 16/001 of 26 January 2016. In its 
mission, ARCA ensures the protection of the rights of insured persons and benefi-
ciaries of insurance contracts, the strength of the financial basis of insurance and 
reinsurance companies, as well as their ability to honor their commitments. (Source: 
Desk Eco)

Rwandair will open a direct line between          
Kigali and Kinshasa in April

ARCA grants licenses to 4 insurance companies and 2 
brokerage firms

10 European traders imported illegal timber 
for 2 million euros!

The first Congolese bank, Rawbank, announces a $ 15 million loan from the Arab Bank for 
Economic Development in Africa (BADEA). Under the BADEA private sector window, the line of 
credit has a maturity of seven years. This loan marks the first collaboration between BADEA 
and Rawbank, with the objective of helping to support the private sector in DR Congo. This 
loan will support projects in key sectors of the economy and job creation, as well as supporting 
SMEs. 

This funding signals BADEA’s recognition of the financial soundness of Rawbank, which has 
been rated by Moody’s as B3. This line of credit will enable Rawbank to improve its long-term 
liquidity, diversify its funding base, strengthen its balance sheet and support the growth of its 
business portfolio. (Source: Agence Ecofin. Photo: RP221.com)

Rawbank obtains loan from Arab Bank for Economic Development in 
Africa



4 C o n g o - B r a z z a v i l l e  &  A f r i c a

The Offshore Energy Today website has announced 
that, according to a Shell statement, the Dutch public 
prosecutor is preparing to launch a lawsuit against the 
Anglo-Dutch oil company over its involvement in a cor-
ruption case in Nigeria, for which Shell and the Italian 
company ENI are being tried in Milan. The case revolves 
around the acquisition by the two companies of an off-
shore oil block in Nigeria, named OPL 245. 

ENI and Shell bought block OPL 245 in 2011 for $ 1.3 
billion (1.1 billion euros); the block would contain 9 billion 
barrels, says Nigerian newspaper Vanguard. According 
to the trial held in Milan since the spring of 2018, the 
bulk of the money - $ 1.092 billion - is suspected of hav-
ing been bribed, with the government of Abuja receiv-
ing only $ 210 million. The two oil companies said there 
was “nothing illegal” in the case and that the tripartite 
agreement (ENI-Shell-Nigerian government) was “abso-
lutely correct”. (Source: Lalibre. Photo: RTL-Z)

The United Nations Resident Coordinator in the Congo, Anthony Ohemeng-Bohama, 
and Congolese Minister of Planning, Statistics and Regional Integration, Olga Ghis-
laine Ingrid Eboukas-Babakas, signed a 123 billion CFA francs financing agreement. 

This credit granted by the UN organization covers the period 2020-2024 and will 
enable Congo to implement its development plan; “31.53% of the amount will be 
devoted to activities related to the reinforcement of good governance, 40.29% to 
the valuation of human capital and 28.16% to the diversification of the national 
economy”. 

However, not the entire amount will be released by the United Nations system. Fund-
ing of 10% has been announced. According to Ohemeng-Bohama, “10% of this 
amount will come from Agencies of the United Nations system and the remaining 
90% will be mobilized from development partners”. (Source: Agence Ecofin. Photo: 
RFI)

In order to better secure tax revenues from the 1% fee on electronic transactions 
regulated by the 2019 Finance Act, the government of Congo has decided to set 
up a platform that will interconnect all financial, credit and microfinance institutions. 
Known as the digital hub, the solution should allow the government to have traceabil-
ity and control of electronic transactions carried out in the country. It should prevent 
companies from presenting the wrong figures to the state. 

Léon Juste Ibombo underlined that the successful realization of the digital hub “re-
quires three actions: the deployment of technical services to install on own funds 
the digital technology, the realization of a directory of the transfers of funds by 
the Agency of regulation of the funds (ARTF) and the collection of royalties by the 
State.” He revealed nearly 11 billion FCFA could be gained by the Treasury each 
year: money that will contribute to national development. (Source: Agence Ecofin. 
Photo: Vox Congo)

The barometer looked at all the countries of the conti-
nent and at 120 companies operating in 16 different 
sectors, from finance to agro-business, including tourism, 
construction, energy, etc. A third of these companies have 
a turnover between 10 and 50 million euros, and more 
than 40% of them have a turnover of more than 100 
million euros. According to the study, 73% of the business 
leaders surveyed are very optimistic about the economic 
outlook for this year. 

This is confirmed by the fact that nearly 2/3 of these 
decision-makers want to invest more and even plan to ex-
pand their activities to other countries in the short term. In 
this context, 10 countries are particularly attractive: Côte 
d’Ivoire, Rwanda, Kenya, Ethiopia, South Africa, Ghana, 
Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal and Tunisia. For 80% of re-
spondents, the future Continental Free Trade Area (Zlec) 
is a growth driver and will open up new development 
opportunities. (Source: Jeune Afrique)

Government plans digital solution for tracking electronic 
transactions in the country

Dutch court to blame Shell for corruption 
in Nigeria

Development plan: Congo signs agreement to finance 123     
billion CFA francs with the UN

Bosses very confident in the economic 
future of  the continent, according to the 
barometer unveiled by Deloitte and Jeune 
Afrique Media Group
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Embassy in Kinshasa 
133, Boulevard du 30 juin (croisement de l’avenue 
des Jacarandas & Blvd 30 juin) | Gombe, Kinshasa

Phone:   +243 99 6050 600
Emergencies:    +243 99 818 62 24
Fax:   +243 99 6050 629
E-mail:    kss@minbuza.nl

Postal address
Lokatie 309 / ZMA Kinshasa 
Postbus 12200 - 2500 DD Den Haag

Opening hours
Monday - Thursday 08:00 – 16:30     
Friday  08:00 – 13:30

Opening hours consular department         
Monday & Wednesday    09:00 -12:00 
Otherwise by appointment only

---------------------------------------------------------------

Consulate in Brazzaville
Address
30, Blvd Denis Sassou N’Guessou 
B.P 277 M’Pila - Brazzaville

Opening hours
Monday - Friday       09:00-16:00 (Consulate)
Tuesday & Thursday  09:00-12:00 (Consular affairs)

Honorary Consul 
Ms. Hilly-Anne Fumey
Phone: +242 06 924 14 07
E-mail: hamvanbaggum@yahoo.fr

Connecting business to the African market !                                                                

For comments, suggestions and remarks on this 
Newsletter, or any others business, please contact the              
Embassy’s economic policy officer:

Phone: +243 99 060 50 627
E-mail: kss-hb@minbuza.nl
-----------------------------------
Disclaimer

You have received this Newsletter because you have had 
previous contact with the Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in Kinshasa, DRC. Please send an email to 
kss-hb@minbuza.nl with “remove from mail list“ in the 
subject line if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter.

The content of this newsletter does not reflect the views of 
the Embassy of the Netherlands in Kinshasa. It is merely a 
resume of news articles, from both national and interna-
tional newspapers and news agencies.

Credit photos: internet
-----------------------------------   
Join our network at         &    
Mr Robert Schuddeboom (Ambassador) @rschuddeboom

Mrs Marion van Schaik (Head Ec./Dev. Aff)

Ms Hilly-Anne Fumey (Honorary consul)

Mr Francis Wilanga (Sr Economic policy officer) @FrancisWilanga

Ms Sandy Makola (Economic policy officer) @Sandytalo

Amsterdam International Water Week, 4-8 November 2019

(Photo: Dutch Water Sector)

The Amsterdam International Water Week (AIWW) is a global movement towards a sus-
tainable water environment. This biennial event gathers experts from cities, industries, and 
utilities from all over the world to combine real-life water cases with innovative solutions. And 
so creating a circular and resilient water environment in high-density living areas.The AIWW 
supports a sustainable water environment by providing a platform to connect those who face 
challenges with those who can contribute to solutions, both in the public and private domain. 
It supports stakeholders in building practical solutions for progress on water issues. AIWW 
offers different events: the AIWW Conference, Aquatech trade exhibition, excursions and 
more.

Aquatech Amsterdam 2019

Aquatech Amsterdam is the world’s leading water trade show for process, drinking and waste 
water. Connect with water professionals from over all over the world, in the exciting city of 
Amsterdam.  Be a part of Aquatech Amsterdam, 5-8 November 2019.

Themes

The main theme of the AIWW Conference 2019 is ‘Implementation of Integrated Solutions 
by cities, industries, utilities and financiers: from cases to bankable projects.’ At the AIWW 
Conference leading innovators from municipal operators, industrial system developers, util-
ities and production chain designers will discuss the ambitious task to improve water system 
management. 

Amsterdam Agreements – achieving real breakthroughs

The AIWW conference 2017 resulted in the signing of nine Amsterdam Agreements. The 
agreements express the intention of many leading companies, institutes and authorities in the 
water sector to jointly collaborate on a wide range of challenging issues on the global water 
agenda. Signatories will report back on their progress during the Amsterdam International 
Water Week 2019.

More information

info@amsterdamiww.com | + 31 (0) 70 304 3708
www.amsterdamiww.com


