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The Embassy of the Netherlands will participate in the next Mining Week which will be held from 13 to 15 June in Lubum-
bashi. This event is the biggest mining and industrial platform in the DRC, bringing together more than 3,300 international 
and local professionals and stakeholders, from more than 50 countries, to explore investment opportunities. 

Mining offers the possibility to generate revenues which can be utilized to develop the country, but at the same time it is 
also one of the main sources of conflict in the country. That is the reason why international partners such as the Nether-
lands work alongside the DRC to combat these negative dimensions of mining production. It is important to raise aware-
ness among different actors (including consumers) to consider sustainable mineral supply and exploitation as the norm 
rather than the exception. 

The objective pursued by the Netherlands is to link different global corporate social responsibility initiatives (the Voluntary 
Principles for Security and Human Rights; the Responsible Mining Index; the European Partnership for Responsible Miner-
als; the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative) with recent developments in the sector. 

Post Scriptum

Why will we participate in the mining week in Lubumbashi?
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2 F r o m  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s 

A majority of Dutch Members of Parliament (MPs) does 
not back allowing more flights to take off and land at 
Amsterdam’s Schiphol airport. This discussion emerged 
during a debate held in the Dutch parliament on 15 May 
on the future of Dutch airports. 

The existing agreement states that there will be no more 
than 500,000 flight movements a year at Schiphol up to 
2021, but that ceiling is likely to be reached this year. 
Plans to start with the diversion of flights from Schiphol 
to Lelystad airport have been put on hold because of 
noise and airspace issues. Lelystad will not now open to 
commercial traffic before 2020. 

Although the political party VVD is keen to break open 
the existing agreement, the three other coalition parties 
are opposed and want to wait until 2021. ‘It is simply not 
going to happen until then,’ D66 MP Jan Paternotte said 
during the debate. (Source: nu.nl) 

Many NGOs are concerned about the risk of losing funding from the EU in a 
post-Brexit world. NGOs based in the UK could lose out on up to €357 million 
every year from the EU, according to 2016 figures from Bond, a UK network for 
organizations working in international development, if there was a ‘hard Brexit’. 

This uncertainty has led to five NGOs opening additional offices in The Hague. 
A further 10 to 15 NGOs have shown interest in relocating to The Hague, the De-
partment of International Affairs of The Hague has told PF International. NGOs 
have told PF International the move is because The Hague is considered a ‘safe 
hub’, where they will be able to keep doing their work and maintain funding.

 The Hague, they say, makes it easy for NGOs to set up offices there and nurtures 
an environment where they feel supported, and where their funding streams 
will be protected. (Source: Public Finance International. Photo: Rand.org) 

The Francophone Africa Business Forum (FAB Forum) will take place on June 
the 19th in The Hague. The FAB Forum is a great opportunity to meet close 
to 200 businessmen and businesswomen (as well as public sector represen-
tatives) from Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso and other Francophone countries. 

In total the event welcomes around 100 African and 200 Dutch participants, 
making the FAB Forum the largest forum in the Netherlands focused on the 
French-speaking African countries. The Francophone African region, which 
is often overlooked in the Netherlands, offers many business opportunities 
for companies that are interested in discovering new and emerging markets. 
This year the FAB Forum focuses on sustainable value chains in agribusiness. 

Experts will share their insights in different sub-sectors (such as livestock, 
fruits and vegetables and agro-logistics) during the morning program. 
Moreover, attendees have the chance to network and attend workshops 
about relevant topics, and be involved in facilitated B2B matchmaking ses-
sions. (Source: fabforum.eu. Photo: RVO)

The Dutch are continuing to use less and less cash when buy-
ing goods and services in the Netherlands, new figures from 
payment association Betaalvereniging Nederland show. In to-
tal, 41.4% of payments last year were made in cash, down from 
45% a year earlier, the association said. 

40% of payments made using direct debit cards were con-
tactless, over double the 2016 figure. Cash is being used less 
in shops as well as in trams and buses. Amsterdam’s public 
transport system has been cash free since earlier this year, and 
various shops, such as Marqt and the Vlaamse Broodhuis, no 
longer accept coins or notes. 

A report by the European Central Bank last November said the 
Dutch are the least likely of all eurozone Europeans to use cash 
and that the Netherlands is the only country in the eurozone 
where cashless payments exceed notes and coins. (Source: 
Dutch News. Photo: MCCI)

The FAB Forum 2018 - Creating Partnerships in Agribusiness

Majority of Dutch MPs against the growth of Am-
sterdam’s Schiphol airport

The Brexit effect: NGOs swapping the UK for The Hague 

Cash no longer king for the Dutch as electronic pay-
ments take over



3 D R C  H e a d l i n e s 

Ingenious City is a platform where actors from the entrepre-
neurial ecosystem can meet each other and exchange ideas 
with the aim to support initiatives to promote young entre-
preneurs. This platform will house 5 incubators regrouping 
40 startups which will be given access to trainings to develop 
expert skills in all strategic domains of a company (market-
ing, management, sales, management of client relations etc.).

Moreover, they will benefit from personalized support cus-
tomized to the specific needs of the entrepreneurs (coach-
ing, mentoring) and they will be able to get in contact with 
other entrepreneurs and a network of investors. Lastly, a 
work space equipped of internet connection, furnished offic-
es as well as a cafeteria and a gym will be available. 

Ingenious City arrives at a good moment as the Embassy of 
the Netherlands is currently working on a study to under-
stand the Congolese startup environment in the framework 
of the Dutch program Orange Corners. 

According to the National Statistics Institution (INS), the inflation rate passed 
from 0.089% to 0.205%, following the price increase of public transport. This 
adjustment of the prices for public transport resulted in a loss of purchasing 
power of taxi and taxi bus owners of around 13% on the purchase value of 
fuel. 

On a year-on-year basis, the inflation rate is 43.760%. This transport price in-
crease also triggered an increase of food products prices. The consequences 
came rapidly. Students from several universities in the capital manifested 
their dissatisfaction. Kinshasa taxi drivers protested about the increase of fuel 
prices and announced 21 May as a day without taxis. 

The movement paralyzed the capital enormously and limited movements of 
Kinshasa habitants. In the DRC, public transport is essentially in the hands of 
private owners. (Photo: Oeil d’Afrique)

In Brazzaville, experts from the Asian Development Bank, 
from the Economic Community of Central African States 
(ECCAS) and ministers representing Congo-Brazzaville ex-
amined the construction project of a railway bridge over 
the Congo river, connecting Kinshasa to Brazzaville, the two 
closest capital cities in the world. The three parties who were 
present, in absence of the DRC, wanted to give a new impulse 
to the project, and trusted the management of the project to 
Africa Fifty, a strategic funding program for Africa, created by 
the Asian Development Bank to finance infrastructure in the 
sub-region of Central Africa. 

The aim of this financing would be to constitute a public-pri-
vate partnership with a partner which will be selected for the 
construction of the works. The two countries in December 
2013 agreed on the site where the railway bridge would be 
constructed. The site of Maluku, from the two Congolese 
sides, was selected for this project. The two Congos will set 
up special economic zones on the two riverbanks to stimu-
late economic exchange following from this infrastructure. 
(Source : Les Echos du Congo-Brazzaville)

Increase of transport price had adverse consequences in Kinshasa

The Mines Ministry is in the phase of finalizing the last details of the new min-
ing law. However, a draft document, which has been circulated to mining com-
panies on May 03, illustrates that the government has ignored all of the key 
concerns expressed by the mining companies.

Seven mining companies submitted a proposal to the Mines Ministry at the 
end of March which insisted the government to re-insert a stability clause, 
contained in the 2002 code, which protected license holders from complying 
with changes to the fiscal and customs regime for 10 years. 

Miners also asked for the removal of a 50% tax on super-profits, and a new cat-
egorization of “strategic substances”, which have a 10% royalty rate. The Mines 
Ministry is required to submit a final version of the regulations to DRC’s cabinet 
within 90 days of the president signing the code. (Source: Business Live)

Bridge between the two Congos: a project develop-
ment meeting without government representatives 
from the DRC!

DRC completing new mining regulations, ignoring companies’ key 
concerns

Launch of the Ingenious City incubators platform in 
Kinshasa

The Congolese Federation of Enterprises (FEC) will from 18 to 20 June organize the Coffee and 
Cocoa Expo Forum in Kinshasa, of which the main theme is the “improvement of the business 
climate in the coffee and cocoa sector in the DRC: issues, challenges and opportunities”. The 
forum aims to outline the general situation in the coffee and cocoa sector and to formulate ap-
propriate recommendations for its competitiveness and for the promotion of Congolese coffee 
and cocoa. During 3 days of activities, workshops on the sector’s difficulties will be organized.

The themes that will be addressed during the conference include the following: production, 
research, transformation, infrastructure and security, certification, normalization, marketing 
and market opportunities, funding, investments, business environment, public-private part-
nerships, support and empowerment of female coffee and cocoa producers. The forum will be 
attended by many actors coming not only from coffee and cocoa producing regions, but also 
by international experts who share their experiences. 

Coffee-Cocoa Expo Forum, 18 – 20 June 2018 in Kinshasa



4 C o n g o - B r a z z a v i l l e  &  A f r i c a

A World Bank report shows that the cost of sending 
remittances to Sub-Saharan Africa continues to be far 
higher than any other region in the world. On aver-
age, to send $200 to and from a country in the region 
will cost almost $19 in the first quarter of 2018. This 
is more than 20% higher than the charge for a remit-
tance to any other region.  

Remittances are particularly important to certain 
countries such as Liberia, Comoros, and the Gambia, 
where remittances make up over 20% of GDP. Accord-
ing to the World Bank remittance costs can be much 
lower if governments can make the industry for mon-
ey transfer operators more competitive. 

Remittance costs could be reduced by lowering the 
high administrative costs; increasing the level of con-
sumer choice for customers receiving remittances by 
making different money transfer operators more ac-
cessible, in particular for people in rural areas; moving 
away from the use of cash to the use of digital pay-
ments to transfer money. (Source: Quartz. Photo: BBC)

The IMF found an agreement on a program supporting the mining sector in    
Congo, after several months of negotiations. In addition to an upturn in oil pric-
es, Congo counts on the mining sector as new source of budgetary revenues. Its 
choice is focused on potash and mining projects have already multiplied. 

An important mining license was granted to the company Sintoukola Potash (a 
Congolese subsidiary of the South African company Kore Potash) in the begin-
ning of 2018. It focuses on the fields of Dougou and Kola, close to Pointe Noire, 
the economic capital. A feasibility study of the Kola project was made and would 
already be 81%. It deals with infrastructure, mining, mineral transport, the pro-
cessing facility and export by sea of the product. This study will be ready in 2019 
and Sintoukola intends to produce 2 million tons of potash per year.

 The French public investment bank will guarantee the construction of the mine. 
The Mengo mine will be operated by the Chinese company Evergreen. The only 
downside of this project is the lack of infrastructure to “remove potash”.  (Source: 
APN. Photo: Mining Technology)

In the framework of the reinforcement program on reproductive, maternal, neo-
natal, child and adolescent health in the Republic of Congo, the Ministry of Health 
of the country organized a cocreation workshop. The objective of this meeting 
was to arrive at a consensus on the pilot areas and to obtain a common analysis 
of the issues as well as a ranking of the priorities. 

The implementation of this program has a global and integrated approach, 
based on mutual division of tasks and cooperation. In this approach, the Dutch 
company Philips will not only focus on equipping health centers, but also on pro-
fessional training of health staff on mastering new technologies. 

Partners of the private sector are invited to invest. The World Bank, the Dutch 
Development Bank FMO and the European Union are all interested too. The aim 
of several actors is to establish a public-private partnership. (Photo: Philips)

Kenya and Ghana became the first countries to deposit 
the instruments of ratification of the African Continen-
tal Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). The Chairperson of the 
African Union Commission received the Special Envoy 
of the Republic of Kenya and the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Ghana during a special ceremony in Addis 
Ababa to mark the occasion. 

The AfCFTA Summit allowing for the signing and ratifi-
cation of the AfCFTA Agreement by all Member States 
of the African Union (AU) was held on 21 March 2018. 
During the Summit, the agreement establishing the 
AfCFTA was presented for signature, along with the 
Kigali Declaration and the Protocol on Free Movement 
of Persons, Right to Residence and Right to Establish-
ment. 

In total, 44 of the 55 AU Member States signed the 
consolidated draft text of the AfCFTA agreement, 47 
signed the Kigali Declaration, and 30 signed the Proto-
col on Free Movement. (Source: Tralac.org)

Philips supports maternal and child health policy

World Bank: Remittances to Africa cost far too 
much

Congo Brazzaville focuses on potash after IMF agreement

Kenya and Ghana deposit instruments of African 
Continental Free Trade Area ratification
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Embassy in Kinshasa 
133, Boulevard du 30 juin (croisement de l’avenue 
des Jacarandas & Blvd 30 juin) | Gombe, Kinshasa

Phone:   +243 99 6050 600
Emergencies:    +243 99 818 62 24
Fax:   +243 99 6050 629
E-mail:    kss@minbuza.nl

Postal address
Lokatie 309 / ZMA Kinshasa 
Postbus 12200 - 2500 DD Den Haag

Opening hours
Monday - Thursday 08:00 – 16:30     
Friday  08:00 – 13:30

Opening hours consular department         
Monday & Wednesday    09:00 -12:00 
Otherwise by appointment only

---------------------------------------------------------------

Consulate in Brazzaville
Address
30, Blvd Denis Sassou N’Guessou 
B.P 277 M’Pila - Brazzaville

Opening hours
Monday - Friday       09:00-16:00 (Consulate)
Tuesday & Thursday  09:00-12:00 (Consular affairs)

Honorary Consul 
Ms. Hilly-Anne Fumey
Phone: +242 06 924 14 07
E-mail: hamvanbaggum@yahoo.fr

Connecting business to the African market !                                                                

For comments, suggestions and remarks on this 
Newsletter, or any others business, please contact the              
Embassy’s economic policy officer:

Phone: +243 99 060 50 627
E-mail: kss-hb@minbuza.nl
-----------------------------------
Disclaimer

You have received this Newsletter because you have had 
previous contact with the Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in Kinshasa, DRC. Please send an email to 
kss-hb@minbuza.nl with “remove from mail list“ in the 
subject line if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter.

The content of this newsletter does not reflect the views of 
the Embassy of the Netherlands in Kinshasa. It is merely a 
resume of news articles, from both national and interna-
tional newspapers and news agencies.

Credit photos: internet
-----------------------------------   
Join our network at         &    
Mr Robert Schuddeboom (Ambassador) @rschuddeboom

Mrs Corina van der Laan (Head Ec./Dev. Aff) @CorinaMushika

Ms Hilly-Anne Fumey (Honorary consul)

Mr Francis Wilanga (Sr Economic policy officer) @FrancisWilanga

Ms Sandy Makola (Economic policy officer) @Sandytalo

Mr Karel van Dam (Intern)

Photo reportage: King’s Day 2018
On Tuesday 23 May, the Embassy of the Netherlands in Kinshasa celebrated King’s Day, 
as every year. We are happy to share some pictures of this truly festive evening with our         
readers.


